To IS A1ghne $ tnSLOrd FROTECTOR Of Zx2148, 0C0riand, and 7 re 
land, and the Right Honourable the Councell of State, and Commite | 


at Weftminfter and Grocers- hall, EE ETC <A 
© ©:Lu 1 0Þ rhe bumble Petition of the Prorer fort of Shoo makers, = NJ 


Humbly ſheweth : . ; _ 
SIP, Har now of late the Rich Shoo-makers have abated their Journey-men their wages, to 


BN the great hinderance of their Livelihoo4 z Ir.ſomuch, that thoſe that have Wives and 
Children are not able co maintaine their Families, bur ſome 'sf chem being willing tg 
uſe an honeſt and lawtull meanes with that ſmall Stock they have to buy Leather to make 
-  S$hooes for their owne Cuſtomers and acquainrance, or' otherwiſe, to make Childten 
z00es and ſell rhem to the Shops ; but thoſe rich Shovu-makers doe fecke to deſtroy them and all the 
>oorer ſort of Shoo-makers in Londox and Suburbs,and parts adjacent, by putrirg downe the ( arriers 
from ſelling of Leather to them ready dreſſed by ſmall parcels ; for what ſhall a Poore man doe 
whoſe ſtock will ſcarce reach to buy one Hide of leather ar Leadern- Hall, the Market-being holden 
there but once a Weeke,when perhaps thoſe Poure men have no money, and it will be Eight dayes in 
Summer and ſixteen dayes in Winter, before ſuch Leather can be dreſſed or made fit for his uſe by the 
Currier ; and now as it is, if he be able to buy but one {ide of leather of a Currier on a Muzday mor- 
ing. he may ſo return his money that he may have the benefit of the Cutting of three or four Hides 
before Saturday at night, and make as good ware as the beſt of chem ; Bur ſuch are the devices of 
theſe Rich men, who would have the Carriers totally put downe from ſelling Leather ready dreſt t6 
Poore men, becauſe that they might have all the whole Trade in their own hands, and that none will 
be able to keepe a ſhop unleſs he have a =_ Srock, and all the reſt of us muſt be forced to becomg 
their Iourney-men (bur all che roomes they have in their houſes will not containe vs all 3) and this is 
the chiefe Cauſe why they would put downe the Curriers, that they might make what ware they liff 
and ſell it how they pleaſe : Indeed they have made us poore enough already, for ſome of them dot 
keep fixreen men at worke, ome twenty, ſome thirty, and doe make their ware of ſuch traſh and trum- 
perie, that a Poor mancannot get ſo much cleare by carrying one paire of ſhooes to a Cuſtomer, as a 
Porter will aske a Gentleman for carrying but a bare letter ſo farre; and now ſome of thoſe rich Ma- 
Kers are become Iourney-men(but I mean Iournymen-traytors) to undo poor men,that for their own 
riyate lucre for ſomuch a day, or ſo much a weeke, doe undertake to buy Leather for Marchanes to 
ſend beyond Sea on purpoſe to make Leather deare, which makes us call romind the ſaying of a great 
Shoo-maker in Xfartias le grand yet living, who heating one complaining of the Dearneſs of leather; 
replyed, It isthe better for us that are Rich tor now Poor men are not able togoe to theprice of it ; 
but wee hope God will make your Honours ſuch happie Inſtruments, to bridle the baſenefſs of ſuch 
covyetous ſelf ended Caterpillers,and Common-wealth deſtroyers 3 we could wiſh,ſo that we might but 
have Leatlier ready dreffed for our uſes at all times, fo it might be fold ar che Carpenters or Wood- 
nongers, but that we find the Scripture ſaith, Curſed ts bee that removes bis neighbours bound-ſtone or 
end-marke, that is a Stene or a ſtake layd or driven downe in a field or Mead, where no ditch or 
hedge doth incloſe ir ; bur if the tone or Rake ſhonld be ſo overgrowne with grafle that it conld be 
ſcarce found, that neighbour deſerves no Curſe that could ſhew where it is ; Now wetake it thus, wee 
daily ſee rich Shoo-makers that hath twenty Hides of leather ready drefled, and yer be hath (hee ſaith) 
none will ſerve his turne ; but when he comes to a C#rrier he buyeth two or 3.Hides together,when 
he can deſcry the leaſt brack, flaw or gall,zthen is not his Land-mark hid from him nor removed, buy 
diſcovered to him; and yet for all this he wonld have the Currier put down,becauſe 2 poor man muſt 
buy none of him,which 1s a ſadcaſe ; It is ſtoried of the Nightingale by ſome famous writers, who being 
robd of her young ones, gets her to ſome ſolitary place to b:waile her unhappy marriage ; ſo we may 
fay to our grief, if we may not be ſuffered to worke to our beſt adyantage, but muſt be forced to beg 
work at rake what they will give us,and have reproachtfull words of Miſters,and in a dead time haye 
no work at all; may get us into ſome ſolitary place tc bewaile our unhappie Apprentiſhips. 

Yet wee heartily defire,that if there be any Carrier found guilty of Corrupting, Fore-ſtalling, In- 
grofſing, or Tranſporting of Leather, that your Honours would ſeverely puniſh them as your grave 
Wiſdomes ſhall think fit ; but on the contrary, wee humbly beſeech that rhey may be ſuffered tc 
buy Leather to ſet themſelves at worke, and to ſel] it 2gaine to us, which would be ſufficient reliefe 
enough to. us, and we hope no harme to the Common-wealth at al), it being the neceſſarieſt thing 
in the world ( and there is never an honeſt man can dery it: ) but their whole drift is to get 
the Cwrriers put downe, whereby ſo many hundreds of pog#men muſt leave off the Trade or become 
their ſlaves; Whereas there was a Complaint made agaiatt rich Shoo-makeralit Greeers-hall.on the 
26.0f February, concerning putting Pepper-bags and Fiſh-skins into Shooes, now'lf they can get this 
aurpoſe to come to paſſe, they may all turne Marchants of Eele-skins ; but the baſe Shooes that 
ſome of theſe Rich men makes and ſells to the deſtru&ion of the Common-wealth,we hope ere long 


to make them aſhamed of it. 


” 


Thas leaving it to your Honours goed Conſideration, wee ſhall be daily 
bh bound to Pray,&c, 


ahd John Tinker in the came of allthe ae 


= 


